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GENERAL OBJECTIVE 

The first goal of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), “No Poverty,” aims to eradicate 

poverty in all its forms everywhere. The target is to end extreme poverty by 2030, defined as 

living on less than 2.15 USD per day. SDG 1 emphasizes not only economic growth but also 

social justice, equal opportunities, and ensuring that all people have access to a dignified standard 

of living. 

 

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE AND CHALLENGES 

According to the United Nations, more than 700 million people worldwide still live in extreme 

poverty. Climate change, pandemics, and armed conflicts continue to hinder global efforts to 

reduce poverty. For this reason, SDG 1 encompasses not only economic development but also the 

expansion of social protection systems, inclusive labor markets, and equal access to economic 

resources. The fight against poverty is regarded as one of the essential pillars of global stability 

and sustainable development. 

 

NATIONAL CONTEXT 

In the Republic of Azerbaijan, consistent national programs have been implemented to reduce 

poverty. The poverty rate, which was around 49% in the early 2000s, has been reduced to less than 

5% in recent years. This achievement has been possible through the expansion of social protection 

mechanisms, the implementation of a targeted social assistance system, the development of self-

employment programs, and the creation of job opportunities in the regions. Furthermore, the 

government continues to strengthen support mechanisms for women, youth, and people with 

disabilities to enhance their economic participation. 

 

RELATION TO MDU’S ACTIVITIES 

• Creating accessible and high-quality higher education opportunities for regional youth; 

• Providing scholarships, financial aid, and tuition discounts for students from low- 

            income families; 

• Organizing self-employment and start-up training to increase youth economic  

            participation; 

• Conducting research and projects on social welfare, justice, and inclusive development; 

• Implementing social projects through partnerships with governmental and non- 

            governmental organizations; 

• Providing career support programs to facilitate student and graduate integration into the  

            labor market; 

• Organizing awareness activities to promote social responsibility and a culture of 

            community welfare in the region. 

             

             As a regional-level university, MDU actively utilizes the opportunities provided by the 

State Education Student Loan Fund to address the financial challenges faced by socially 

disadvantaged students from low-income families. During regular training-type seminars and 

meetings held with students, topics such as improving financial literacy, understanding the 

mechanisms for obtaining and repaying long-term education loans are discussed. Students’ 

feedback and suggestions are also taken into account in developing more flexible mechanisms for 

resolving financial issues.  
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As a result, socially disadvantaged 

students benefit wisely from the offered 

loans and successfully manage their 

financial needs through the provided 

financial support mechanisms. During 

the reporting period, 2,611 individuals 

applied to the Education Student 

Loan Fund, and 2,299 of them 

benefited from the social loans offered 

by the Fund, thereby obtaining the 

opportunity to resolve their financial 

difficulties.  

 

 

 

1. https://mdu.edu.az/ttkf_melumatlandirma/ Representatives of the Education Student Loan 

Fund held a meeting at Mingachevir State University (MSU). 

2. https://mdu.edu.az/ttk_infosessiya/  (Informative meetings on education student loans were 

held at Mingachevir State University (MSU). 

3. https://mdu.edu.az/ttkf_infosessiya_06-05-25/  (An info session on education student loans 

was held at MDU (Mingachevir State University). 

4. https://mdu.edu.az/ttkf_grsh_16-04-24/ (An informative meeting on education student 

loans was held at Mingachevir State University (MSU). 

5. https://mdu.edu.az/ming%c9%99cevir-dovl%c9%99t-universitetind%c9%99-mdu-

t%c9%99hsil-t%c9%99l%c9%99b%c9%99-kredit-fondu-haqqinda-maarifl%c9%99ndirici-

gorus-kecirilib/  (An awareness meeting on the Education Student Loan Fund was held at 

Mingachevir State University )  
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1. https://mdu.edu.az/elan_03-11-23/ The Employment Fair and the First Alumni Forum of MDU 

will be held in Mingachevir. 

2. https://mdu.edu.az/03-11-23/ The Employment Fair and the First Alumni Forum of MDU were 

held in Mingachevir. 

3. https://mdu.edu.az/14-mart-2025-ci-il-tarixind%c9%99-%c9%99m%c9%99k-

v%c9%99-%c9%99halinin-sosial-mudafi%c9%99si-nazirliyinin-

tabeliyind%c9%99ki-dovl%c9%99t-m%c9%99sgulluq-agentliyinin-

m%c9%99rk%c9%99zi-aran-regional-m/ On March 14, 2025, another Employment Fair 

was held in Mingachevir, jointly organized by the Central Aran Regional Employment Branch of 

the State Employment Agency under the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of Population 

and the Mingachevir City Executive Authority.  

4. https://mdu.edu.az/dma_yrmk_05-09-25/  On March 14, 2025, another Employment Fair 

was held in Mingachevir, jointly organized by the Central Aran Regional Employment Branch of 

the State Employment Agency under the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of Population 

and the Mingachevir City Executive Authority. 
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          At the initiative of the Department of Pedagogy and Psychology of Mingachevir State 

University (MDU) and with the support of the university administration, the regular organization 

of inclusive charity art fairs and exhibitions has become a well-established tradition. 

         In these exhibitions, alongside the leadership and staff of MDU’s structural units, 

representatives from the Mingachevir City Executive Authority, the Mingachevir City 

Education Department under the Regional Education Office, several city organizations, local 

community groups, parents, and students take an active part. 

The products presented at these fairs consist of handicrafts made by students, which are purchased 

during the event, and the collected funds are donated to inclusive education centers and 

students’ families in need. It is gratifying to note that these exhibitions are organized for 

charitable purposes and continue to expand in scope year by year.  
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1. https://mdu.edu.az/sergi/ Within the framework of the “Year of Solidarity for a Green 

World”, a charity art exhibition and sale titled “Inclusion” was held at Mingachevir 

State University (MSU). 

2. https://mdu.edu.az/sergi_10-10-23/ An exhibition dedicated to the 75th anniversary of 

the city of Mingachevir was held at Mingachevir State University (MDU). 
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During the reporting period, the total number of students at Mingachevir State University 

(MDU) amounted to 5,121. Among them: 

• Male students: 2,258 

• Female students: 2,863 

• Foreign citizens: 2 

• Internally displaced persons (IDPs): 739 

• Socially privileged students: 883 

• Inclusive students: 25 

• War veterans: 67 

Within the framework of social service activities, MDU regularly organizes events that can be 

grouped as follows: 

• Cultural and artistic events (festivals, performances, exhibitions, celebrations, 

excursions, camps, etc.) – 55 events 

• Social projects and volunteer activities – 12 events 

• Sports activities – 9 events 

• Awareness-raising and educational events – 23 events 

• Visits (to families of martyrs, monuments, institutions, etc.) – 12 events 

• Patriotic education and activities – 15 events 

• Psychological support and counselling services – 38 events 

• Environmental and ecological activities – 16 events 

• Scholarship programs – 7 events 

https://mdu.edu.az/


 
 

Mingachevir State University 

https://mdu.edu.az 
 
 

Total: 187 events. 

The university administration, in cooperation with all local and international governmental and non-

governmental organizations, as well as educational institutions, provides opportunities for internships and 

employment within the framework of teacher and student exchange programs. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANALYTICAL OVERVIEW AND SOCIAL IMPACT 

MDU’s socially oriented activities have a tangible impact on the socio-economic development of 

the region. The university’s educational programs focus not only on academic knowledge but also 

on fostering social responsibility and economic literacy among students. These  

 

CONCLUSION 

Thus, MDU’s educational, social, and research-oriented activities significantly contribute to the 

realization of SDG 1 – No Poverty. The university’s initiatives in social justice, welfare, and 

economic inclusion support regional stability and sustainable development. Through these 

activities, MDU plays an active role not only as an educational institution but also as a socially 

responsible and development-oriented organization. 
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